
Bonnie J. (BJ) Robinson, Ph. D.   |   Professor of English, Director, University Press of North Georgia   |   Phone: 706-867-2964   |   Email: bj.robinson@ung.edu

World Literature Anthology: Open Textbook

World Literature Anthologies are unwieldy and expen-
sive. A single volume of Bedford’s six-volume set costs 
over $40 and runs to 1,500 pages in length. Adopting 
only three such for a World Literature I course causes 
students to purchase nearly 5,000 pages for more than 
$120. To take full advantage of these books during a 
semester, students need to read over 180 pages per class 
meeting, or 540 pages each and every week. Current 
anthologies, such as the costly and underutilized Norton 
Anthology of World Literature, include pages-long in-
troductions to each work that frequently over-burden 
student readers with editors’ individual interpretations 
and theoretical prejudices. Worse, these introductions 

-
cess World Literature Anthology includes only neces-
sary information regarding each work’s date of com-

what other factual (versus interpretative) information 
required to place it in its social and cultural context. 

in order to know their plot and other of their features.

Background

Synopsis
-

ature I electronic textbook for use by students through-
out the University System of Georgia. A low-cost print-
on-demand version will also be available for students 
who prefer a paper text.

Availability of a low- or no-cost textbook will decrease the cost of taking, 
and therefore increase the likelihood of students successfully completing, the 

throughout the USG, including those who take this course through eCore. 

in all eCore and many traditional USG sections. With the relatively moderate 
investment of $25,000, similar student savings will accrue for the open World 
Literature I textbook. One can see the value of this project to decrease the cost 
of education for our students.

Impact

If students use the no cost electronic version, each one enrolled in World Lit-
erature I will save $120 (the cost of the Norton Anthology widely adopted for 
this course). With approximately 323 students registering for this course each 
semester at UNG, the total student savings per semester equates to $38,760 for 

who might have otherwise failed or are been unable to complete the course 

be adopted by eCore, additional student savings will accrue there as well.

Conclusion

Sometimes, less is more and free access is best!
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